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- MR, ERSKENE, who prefided; fuid that though be

did not care for calumny and mifreprefentation, as far as
it affe@ed himfelf perfonally, which he took it for granted
was the cale with eveg Gentleman prefent ; yet, as far
asitaffeGed the great obje& for which they were affembled
it was of the Freateﬁ importance to the Publit : that he
fhould, therefore, to render mifreprefentation utterly

_impofiible, read what he had to fay from a paper, which he

had written.

Mr. Ersking then read the following Paper:, -

¢ The peculiar excellence of the Englith Conftitution,
in which indeed ' the value of every Government may be
fummed up, is, that it creates an equal rule of aétion for
the whole Nation, and an impartial adminiftration of juftice
under it. v

~ ¢ From thefe mafter principles refults that happy, un-

fufpe&ing, and unfufpsled freedom, which for ages has
diﬂingniﬁ'led Society in England, and which has united
Englithmen in an enthufiafm for their Country, and a re-
yerence for their Laws. :

Az « To
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% To maintain 4his fearlefs tranquillity of human life,
* the prime bleffing of Social Union, the power of accufation
. was not given to uninjuredindividuals, much lefs to volun-
tary, undefined, unauthorifed Affociations of Men, alting
without refponfibility, and open to irregular and private
motives of a&ion; but was conferred upon the Supreme
Executive Magiftrate, as more likely to look down upon
the Mafs of the Community with an unimpaffioned eye ;
and even that wifely placed truft, guarded and bridled by
the perfonal refponfibility of thofe Officers by which the
. Crown is ebliged to exercife its authority, and ‘in the

higher order of crimes, which on principle fhould extend

to all, guarded once again by the office of the Grand Jury,
interpofed as a fhicld between the People and the very
Laws enaéted by themfelves. o

« Thefe admirable provifions appear to be founded in 2 .

deep acquaintance with the principles of Seciety, and to
be attended with the moft important benefits to the Public,
becaufe, tempered again, and firally with the Trial by the
Country, they enable the Englith Conftitution to ratify
the exiftence of a firong, hereditary, executive Govern-
ment, confiflently with the fecurity of popular freedom.
¢ By this arrangement of the Royal Prerogative of
Accufation, fo reftrained and mitigated in its courfe, the
‘Crown becomes an obje& of wholefome, but not danger~
ous jezloufly ; which, while it prevents it from everitep-
ping its Conftitutienal limits, endears the People to one
another from a fenfe of the neceflity of union amongfk
themfelves, for the prefervation of their privileges againft-
a power dangerous to remove, but equally dangerous to
‘exift, unoblerved and unbalanced. )
¢ Under this fyftem, making allowance for the vices
and errors infeparable from humanity, State accufations,
M modern times, though fometimies erroneous, have not

‘often been rath or malevalent, and the Criminal under -

the weight of the firm hand of Juftice has heen fupported

by the indulgent fraternal Tribunal of bis Country.
¢ But under the circumftances which aflemble us' to-
<gethier, all thefe provifions sppear.te be endangered.
‘ ‘ ¢ A fuddex
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« A fudden alarm has beenfpread thyough the Kingdom

~ by the Minifters of the Crown, of imminent danger to the

onftitution, and to all Order and Governmeut. The
Nation has been reprefented to be fermenting into Sedition
and Infurre&ion, through the dangerous Aflociations and
‘Writings of difaffeCted and alienated fubje@s; and under
the preflure of this perilous conjun&ure the Parliament
has been fuddenly affembled, and the Militia embodied.

¢ The exiftence or extent of thefe evils fince they have

* been fan&ioned, though net afcertained by the authority
- of Parliament when aflembled, we have not upon the pre-

fent occafion affembled to debate. But we may, without
Sedition, congratulate our Fellow-fubje&@s, that our
Minifters had the vigilance to dete& thofe numerous and
bloody Infurre@ions, which otherwife might have fecreted

" themfelves, and pafled unknown and undifcovered; and that

without the punithment of a fingle individual, for any
Overt A& of Treafon, the People have recovered all that
tranquillity and refpeét for the Laws which they appeared
to us to have equally poflefled at the time when the alarm

burft forth.

- 4 That large clafles of the Community fhould never-
thelefs give faith to the affertions and ats of 2 rf/ponﬁbh

Government, is neither to be wondered at nor difapprov-:
ed. When the Englith Conftitution is authoritatively
reprefented to be in danger, we rejoice in the enthufiafm
of Englithmen to fupport it. "When that danger is fur-
ther reprefented to have been caufed or increafed by the cir-

culation of treafonable and feditious Writings, we acknow- .

ledge that it is the duty of every good Citizen in his proper

_ fphere,’ and by proper means to difcountenance them, and
nothing is further from the intention of this Meeting than

to hold up to public difapprobation fuch individuals, as
from honeft motives, have joined Affociations even though
they may in their zeal have fhet beyond that line of exer-
tion which we (miftakenly, perhaps, but confcientioufly)
conceive to be the fafe limitation of affiftance to Executive
Government by Private Men.

¢ We aflemble neither to reprehend, nor to diftate to

others, but from a principle of public duty to enter our
' . _ folemm
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~ by its authority, fet even Informers in motion,

o ( 4+ _ .
folemn proteft againft the propriety or juftice of thofe Af-
fociations, which by the contagion of example are fpread-

ing faft over England, fupported by the Subfcriptions of

opulent men fot the avowed object of fuppreffing and pro-
fecuting Writings, more efpecially when accompanied with
rewards to Informers ; und aboye all, when thefe rewards
are gxtended (of which there arg inftances), to queftion and
to punith opinions delivered even in the private inter-

courfes of domeftic life ; unmixed with any a& or mani-

fefted intention againft the authority of the Laws. .

¢ We refrained at our former Meeting from pronounc-
ing thefe proceedinigs to be illegal and punifhable, becaufe
we muft receive the rule from our Statutes and Precedents
of Law, which are filerit on the fubject; but we confider
them to be doubtful in law, and unconftitutional in prin~
ciple from the whole Theory, and all the analogits of
Englith Juftice. , :

¢ In the firft place, we objeét to them as wholly unne>

' ceffary ; and we give this ebjeion precedence, becaufe
. there ought to be a vifible neceflity or expediency to vin-
dicate every innovation in the mode of adminiftering the .

Laws. ‘Suppofing then the conjun@ure to be what it is

- by authority ‘reprefented, the Crown is poflefled of the

moft ample powers for the adminiftration-of {peedy and
\

- univerfal Juftice,

¢ If the ordinary Sittings of the Courts are found at
any time to be infufficient for the accomplithment of their
jurifdictions, or if even a falutary terror is to be infpired
for the general fecurity, the King may appoint Special
Commiflieners for the Trial of Offenders. .

¢ If the Revenue, devoted to the ordinary purpofes of
Criminal Juftice fhould be found infufficient for an unu-

* fual Expenditure, Parliament is ever at hand te fupply the

nieans ; and no Parliament can be fuppofed to refufe, or
the People be fulpeted to murmur at fo neceflary an ex-
nce.
«¢ If informatien alfo became neceffary for the difcovery.
and convi&ion of offenders, the Crown may at any time,

"« But

~
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- ¢ By ler this awful F‘:cds, Public-Ffeedqm wohld
- &ill e zt":lnrg?.’ ﬁilé the Public Safety was maintained.

The Crewn ftill a&ting by its Officers, would continue
to be refponfible for the exercife of its authority ; and the
Community fill bound fogether by a common intereft,

.and cemented by the undifturbed affeGtions and confidences
-of private life, would be found and pure for the admini.

fration of juflice. : . '
« This we maintain and publifh to be the Genlus of

. the Britith Conflitution, as it regards the Criminal Law.

« But when withoyt any State neceflity, or requifition

frogn the Crown, .or Parliament of the Kingdom, bodies,

of men voluntarily intrude themfelves into a fort of part-

_perfhip of authority with the Executive Power; afd

when, from the univerfal and admitted intereft of the whole
Nation, in -the obje& or pretexts of fuch Aflociations, the
People (if they continue to fpread as they have dope)-

. may be faid to bein a mapner reprefented by them, where
_3s the accufed to fiad juftice amongft his Peers, whetr ar-

raigned by fuch combinations? Where is thé boafted

.. Trial by the Cquntry, if the Country is thus to become
.Informb:r-and Acéufreyi‘,? oy

s Where is. the cantious.diffruff of accufation, if the

-Grand Jury may themfelves {or fome of them) have in-

formed againft ‘the obje&t of ‘it, brpught in the very Bill

of it? :
« Where in the end is the mild, cpmplacent, relenting

. which they ace to find, and fubfcribed for the profecution

_countenauce of the Jury for Trial—that laft confolation

which the humanity of England never denied even to
men taken in arms ‘againft ber Laws, if the Pannel is to
come reeking from Veftry-rooms, where they have been
liftening to harangues concerning the abfolute neceflity
of extinguithing the very crimes and the criminalé, which
they are to decide upon in judgment, and to condemn by
their verdi&ts? . ' :
¢ But if thefe proceedings muft thus evidently taint the
adminiftration of Juftice,even in the SuperiorCourts,where
the Judges, from their independence, their fuperior learn-
ing, and their fusther removal from common life, may be
o argued



- country, juftly looking up to them with confidence and
affeQion, as their friends and proteftors ‘in the direQion
_of their affairs ? Is this a trial by an Englith Court and .
Jury? It would be infinitely more manly, and lefs inju-

" rious to the accufed, and to condemn him at once with-
- out a hearing, than to meck him with the empty forms of
the Britith Conftitution, when the fubftance and effe@® of

it are deftroyed. ' -

_¢¢ By thefe obfervations we mean no difrefpe® to the
Magiftracies of our Country. But the beft men mayin-

~ advertently place themfelves in fituations abfolutely in-
compatible with their duties.fOur natures are Human, and

_we err when we confider them as Divine.

" & The incongruities arifing from this rage of popular

. accufation, or even of declared popular fupport to accufa-

_tions proceeding from the Crown, are not’ our original -
obfervations. We are led to them by the analogies and in~
ftitutions of the law itfelfyj ‘

% On this principle, Criminals impeached, not by the
People heated with a fenfe of individual danger, and per<
fonally mixing themfelves with the charge and the evi-
dence, but, impeached by the Houfe of @ommons re-
prefenting them, are tried, from the neceflity of the cafe,
by the Lords, and not by the Country. This anomaly of
juftice arofe from the humanity and wifdom of our an-
ceftors. They thought, that when the complaint pro-.
ceeded not from the Crown, whofe alls the people are
accuflomed to watch with jealoufy, but from the popular’
branch of the Government, which they lean towards with
favour, it was more fubftantial juftice to the meaneft
man in England, to fend him for trial before the Lords,
though eonne&ed with him by no common intereft ; but, -

_en the contrary, divided by a feparate one, that to trult

: , him.

4
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‘him to a Jury of his Equils, when the p-ople from which
it muft be taken was even in theory conne&ed with the
profecution, . though totally unacquainted, in fat, with its
caufe, or with its object. L o
~ ¢ ‘We appeal with confidence to the reafan of the Pub-
lic, whether thefe principles do not apply, by the clofeft
analogy to the proceedings which we 'aﬂémz_!e to difap-
prove. For as criminal jurifdi€ions are Jocal, ‘the offerice
muft be tried in the country, and frequently in the very
town where it is charged to be commited ; and thus the
_aceufed muft not cnly ftand before a Court infe&ted by a
generdl prejudice, but in a manner difqualifted by 2 pointed
" and particular -faﬁan and interefl. Moo
" ¢ We have further to remark, that théfe objeGions to
popular aflociations or the profecution of crimes, apply
with double force when direted againft the: Prefs, than
againft any other objeéls of  criminal juftice which can be
defcribed or imagined. S
¢¢ Aflociations to profecute offences againft the Game
Laws, or frauds againft tradefmen (which'we fele& as fa-
miliar inftances) though we do not vindicate them, never-
thelefs diftin@ly defcribe.their objes, and in fupprefling il:
al condu&, have no immediate tendency to- deter from
the exercife of rights which are legal, and in which the
Public have adeep and important intereft. - . ,
¢ No unqualified perfon ean fhoot or fell a Hare, ‘or 2
Partridge, as long as a monoply in Game is fuffered to
continue, without knowing that he. tranfgrefles the Law;
and there can be no difference of judgment upon the ex-
iftence, extent, or confequence of the offence. The trial
is of a mere fa&. By fuch Aflociations, therefore, the Pub-
lic cannot be ftated to fuffer further than it always fuffers
by an oppreflive fyftem of Penal Law, and by everyde~
parture from the due courfe of adminftering it. '
~ ¢ In the fame manner, when'a Swindler obtains goods
- on falfe pretences, he cannot have done fo from error, the
ad is decifive of the intention ; the Law defines the, crime
with pofitive precifion; and the trial is in this cafe there-
fore only the 1aveftigation of 2 faét; and in holding out
terrors to Swipdlers, Honeft men are in no danger, nor
: : R ~ docs
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does the Public fuffer further than we bave above ad-

verted to. . S )

% Thefe Affociations befides, from their very natuses,’

cannot be univerfal, as to difqualify the country at large

by prejudice or intereft fram the Office of Trial. The
are bottomed befides, particularly the laft { which is a mo;
material diftin€tion) upon crimes, the perpetration of
which are'injurious to individuals as fiuch, and which each
indiidual in° his own perfonal right might legally pro-
fecute. Whereas we affemble to object to the popular

Profecution of thofe pyblic offencés which the g:owln, v

if they exift, is bound in duty, to profecute by the At-

torney General, where po .individual can count upon 3
erional injury ; and where the perfonal intereft of the
ubjet is only as a Member of that Public, which is com-

mitted to the care of the Exccutive Authority of the

Country, . L U

¢¢ The Prefs, therefore, as it is to be affeCed by Aflo. -
ciations of individuals to fetter its general freedom, whally
uncopnelied with any atack upon private charatier, is a yery
different confideration ; for if the nation is to be combined
to fupprefs writings, without further defcribing what thofe
writings are, than by the general denomination—feditious;

" and jf the exertians of thefe combinations are not even to
be confined to fupprefs and punifh the circulation ef books,
dready candemned by the judgments of Coyrts, but arc

- to extend to whatever does not happen to fall in with theig
private judgments :—if every writing is to be profecyted
which they may not have the fenfe to underftand, or the
virtue to pra&ife :=—if no man is to wtite but ypon their-
principles, nor can read with fafety except what they have
written, leaft he thould accidentally talk of what he has
read ;——no man will venture either to write or to fpeak
upon the topics of Government or its Adminiftration—a
freedom which has ever been acknowledged by our grea-
teft ftatefmen and lawyers to be the principal {afeguard of
that Conftitution, which liberty of thought originally
created, and which a FREE PreEss for its circulation gra-

. dually brought to maturity.

“ We will therefore maintain and affert by all legal
means this facred and eflential privilege, the Parent and

' } "~ Guardian

-
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Guardiarn of every other. We will maintain and affert
the' right of inftru&ling our fellow-fubje&ts by every fin-
eére and confcientious communication which may pro-
fnote the the public happinefs ; and while we render obe-
dience to Govérntierft-and to Law, we will remember at
the fame- time, that as they exift by the People’s confent,
and for the People’s benefit, they have a right to examine
their principles, to watch over their due ‘execution, and to
preferve’ the Beautiful ftra@ure of their Conftitution, by
. pointing-out as thiey arifé, thofe defefts and cérruptions
which the hand' of T'ime never fails to fpread over the
wifeft of human inttitutions. o

“ Tf in the legal and peaceable affertion of Freedom
we fhiall Be ciluniniated and perfecuted, we muft be con-
tented to fuffer in the caufe of Freedom, as our father’s
' before us” have fuffered; but we will, like our fatler’s,
alfo perfevere until we prévail. ) X '

& [et us, however, reccolle® with fatisfaltion, that
the Eaw as it ftands at this very moment, thanks to ouf
ttluftrious patriot, Mr. Fox, is amply fufficient for the

tetioti of the Prefs, if the Coutitry will be'but true to
itfelf. ‘The extent of the genuine {iberty of the Prefs
on general fubjets, and the boundaries which feparaté
them from liceéntioufiiefs, the Englith Law has wifely not
. attemiptéd to define; they are, indeed, in their nature un-
definable ; and'it is the office of the Jury alone, taken
from the County in each particuiar iriftance) - to afcertair

them, and the truft of the Crown, where no individual i§ -

flandered, to felet the inftances for trial by its Minifters;
refponfible to Parliament. ; -
«This fyftem appears to us amply to fecure the govern-
- ment, while it equatly proteéts the Subjeét ; but if this
feleGtion is to be transferred to felf-conftituted Affemblies
of men, agitated by'a real, however honeft enthufiafm, the
Prefs' m:g‘l be broken up, and individuals muft purchife
their fafety: by ignorance and filence.

In fuch a ftate, we admit that the other Liberties; which
we enjoy under the Laws; might neverthelefs cantinué as
long as Government might happen to be juftly adfinif-

- tered 3 But'thould coﬂ'upgon or ambition ever direct é_ber}
2 eftorts
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efforts. againft them, the Nation would be furprifed and
enflaved~—furprifed by the lofs of their wakeful Sentinels,
whom they bad fhot for only being at their pofts; and en- -
flaved from thé lofs of their armour, which their adverfa-
ry, undef the pretence of a Treaty, and cajoled them to -
throw away. St i S

¢ But thefe evils become not only greater, hut abfo-
lutely intolerable, when- extended to the’ ftimulation of
Spies to ftab domeftic peace, to watch for “the innocent
- in the hours devoted to convivial happinefs, and to difturb
‘the fweet repofe of private life upon the bofom of -friend-
fhip and truth. ' . -

¢« It is juftly obferved by the celebrated Judge Forfler,
that words are tragfitory and fleeting, eafily forgotten,
and fubje&t to miftaken interpretations: their very exiftence
as all, and their criminality, as depending upon context,
or fequel, or occafion—all is to reft on the oaths of hired:
Informers. - Is .this in the end of the 18th century to be
the condition of our cheerful country? Are thefe to be
our chains ? And are we, after we have broken them on

the heads of tyrants in former agés, to fit down to forge - -

them a%ain for ourfelves, and to faften them -on one
another ? g o

¢ Our laft, and not the leaft obje&ion to popular ac-,
cufation, is_the love we bear to the Government of Eng-
land, and our with that its fun&tions may be perpetual : it
being our opinion, as exprefled in our Seventh Refolution,

at our former Meetin%. :

¢ That a fyltem of Jealoufy and arbitrary coercion of the People has
¢ been at all times dangerous to the fability of the Englith Govern-
¢¢ ment,” :

_ ¢ Eor the truth .of which we appeal to Human Nature
in general, ta the chara&eriftic of Englifhmen in parti-
cular, and to the hiftory of the Country. e
o in the career of fuch a fyftem of combination, we
forefee nothing but oppreflion ;. and when its force is
extinguifhed, nothing but difcontent, difobedience, and
mifrule.. - S
. « If Government permits or countenances this diftri-
bution of its Executive Powers, how is it to refame them
fonld opinions change, and run the other way. ' Fi r:hm
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the: artifices- and ambition of defigning- men, the - beft
Governments. may, for a feafon, be. unpopular, as we
- know from experience, that the very worft may triumph

for a while by impofture. Should fuch a change of opinion -

arrive, as in the nature of ‘things it muft, the Adminiftra-
tian of Goverrment and Juftice will be diftradted and

weakened. It will bein vain to inculcate. that fubjeéts -

may perfecute ohe another by corrbination, but that they

mufl not combine for their commmon defence.  And asin -

this unnatural tide of flood, no man may expect to be
acquitted, however he may love his Country ; fo in the
- ebb of the fame tide, equally unnaturual, it may be difficult
to bring to conviion even thofe who may be plotting its
deftruction.  Againft both thefe departures, from the:
even and ufual courfe df juftice, and all their confequences,
we equally, and with an impartial fpirit proteft. -

“ When we confider the great proportion of the
Community, that has already bafily fan&tioned the pro-
ceedings which we diflent from, the great Authority that
Countenances them, the powerful influence which fup-
ports them, and the mighty revenue raifed upon the people,

which through various channels rewards many of ‘thofe .

who lead the reft.

« We feel the difficulties which this Addrefs has te -

- encounter ; and judging of man from his nature and his

- hiftory, we expe& no. immediate {uccefs from our inter-
pofition. But we believe- that the feafon of refleQion is
not far diftant, when this humble effort for the Public will
be remembered, and its authors be vindicated by the
People of Great Britain.”

(Mr. ErskINE, who had been {i'eque_mly inierru}ted by

the loudeft applaufe, concluded with the moft joyful and un-
bounded acclamations gf the whale company.)

. Mr. Sheridan beftowed the higheft encomiums upon the

unremitting zeal .and .patriotic efforts of Mr. Erfkine.

"The very able and eloquent paper which they now had the

bappinefs to hear read by the author himfelf, contained

political opinions fe ftrongly enforced, and difplayed*th:
, : . trut

\

\




(r2)

truth i fo handfome and irréfiftible z form, tiat the whole
. Societyhad but one fertiment as to ity merits. He agreed
with his Hon. Friend in every fyllable now zdvanced. It
. was an admirable proteft, and might ferve to convey te
the world the Princ’i&les of the Society. He therefore re-
commended it to be adopted by tlhie Meeting as their
Declaration. The Learned Gentlerran now appeared in
a new and honourable chara&ler; and while he gave a
oof of his manly firmnefs, - he atfed with' peculiar de-
ﬁrca‘vy and moderation. When thefe fentiments were
announced, the world would be convinced, that the
Friends of real Freedom' were nos to be fubdued or over-
awed by the wretched artifice of Government. Fhe pre-
fent Meeting had been treated by Adminiftration, not with
levity,but' alarm, They would however, be foon fully per-
fuaded, that their jugaling plan of policy could no longer
be concealed ; that- their dppeal to the Rabble would not
avail ; amd that the People could not dread thunder while
the fky was clear. I fhort, that their deceptious mea-
fures would foon be exploded ; and that the good fenfe
of Englifhenen would revolt at violated Rightsand expiring
Liberty. With regard to the Author of the excelient
Paper, he begged leave to fay a few words. The new
chara&er which he now a&ted muft afford the moft lively
fenfations. If private Individuals rejoiced -when Mr.
Erfkine ftood forward as their Advocate, how mueh more
" muft that pleafure be increafed, when he now appeared” as
the Advocate of the Natiorr at large! retained: by the
honourable impulfe of his heart, and rewarded by the’
affe@ions of the People! He volunteered his tranfcendent
talents, in the moft difinterefted way. Scorning a brief
or fee, he courted noother reward: than the applaufe of his
Fellow Citizens——he had no other objet in view tham
the good of Mankind. This purfuit was the -noblef}
gratification of a great and a good mind.  Convinced of
the Truths contained in the ineftimable Paper, he' moved,
that it fhould be adopted as the Creed or Decleration of
the Society; that it fiould be publiflied to the World at
* Jargeas their Proteft againft the Aflociations ; ‘and that the
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Members of -thofe Clubs be .permitted to anfwer it—if
the -can, . ,
r. Courtenay feconded thte motion. He approved very

much . of the. manly and noble fentiments contained in.

Mr. Erfkipe’s Declaration ; and faid, that when fo gieat

a_portion of ingenuity had been difplayed, it would ill

become, him to trefpafs .on the patience of the company by
any remarks of bis own.

M. Exfkine very politely thanked the Meeting for the |

Hatsering approbation which he now experienced.” In his
refent capacity, he was undoubtedly bound to obey them
&a_eputting the queftion propofed. The fituation, he con-

d, was rather awkward 3 but it was his duty teattend
to their injundtions, He mentioned, that as their Chair-

man, he would bimflf fign it, if they defired ; and if any
faults appeared in the Declaration, they were imputable to
the Author only, and could not be attributed as an injury

* to the caufe. -, y
The queftion was unansmenfly carriad, the whele Com-

pany exclaiming, as if with one voice——¢ ALL !

- It was then propofed, that the Signatutes, Defigna~’
tiops, and Places of Abode of thofe prefent fhould be

added to’ the Declaration.——This Motion was alfo ¢ar-
ried with fimilar unanimity : and fo ardent were many

Gentlemen in- the Caufe, that they infifted an figning be-

fore they retired to Dinner.

“Thie Book was figned by the Chairman, and left for

fignatures. ] . v .

- The company then went to dinner, and between eight
and nine hundred perfons were amply accommodated
and more than a thoufand Gentlemen, who had not taken
care previoully ta fecure tickets, were obliged to retire,
The day was pafled with that warmth of enthufiafm and
feftivity which men, animated by a goed caufe, conftant.
ly feel when thus affembled : :

The firft toaft was in refpe@ to the obje&t of the day’¢
meeting— - i ‘

The Liberty of the Prefi— . -
‘To which Mr. Grey begged leave to add, as a further re-
eommendation— '

Sogether with its maft hining Advocate Mr. ERSKINE. |

Mr,
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Mr. Erfkine made a fhort but eloquent return of thanks,
He rejoiced in the zeal and patriotifm which now appear-.
ed among many diftinguithed charalers; and had no
doubt but they would be honoured with ftations of emi-~
nency. In the courfe of his fpeech, he took notice of 3
wretched hand-bill which had been flung among the com-

any by fome of the Emiflaries of the hired Affociators be-
- low ftairs.—¢ You fee, Gentlemen, that the Prefs may
be too diligently watched, and too haftily accufed. No
fooner are we convened, than the Drudges of the Mini-
firy attempt to annoy us—They begin to anfwer us,
before they know the principles which we avow—— Thefe
Affociators may amaze all, and ftumble'many—but I hope
the great Engine of the Pref$ will recoil upon their own
ilty heads. I mention this pitiful effufion of malignity,
only to declare my contempt. Let thefe affociators colle&
fuch-a company as I now fee in this room ; -here is my an-
fiver to-their malevolence ¢ My bane and antidote are
both before me.” Mr. Erfkine in the courfe of an elo-
quent Addrefs, beftowed a warm eulogium on Mr. Fox,
- who was truly to be regarded as the Patron of all that we
could now boaft on the fubje& of the Liberty of the
Prefs, and he concluded with giving as a toaft, .
Mr. Fox.~The Rights of the People. :
After this Captain Morrice fung one of his patriotie

fongs, the flame of which fo enraptured the Company, .

that they drunk its burthen as a toaft,
The }{'eﬁ—witb Fox and Liberty. .
Afull and free Reprefentation ‘oﬁbe Pegple in Parliament.

‘To which Mr. Sheridan begged leave té add the name of -

Mf 0 Gft . ’ .

" Mr. drey delivered an admirable fpeech of thanks, in
which he announced the glorious conqueft which the
Irifh people had obtained over the Minifterial faltion by
their firmpefs and fpirit. Having pronounced their fenfe
with fo manly a voice, a letter from Ireland, received
that day, informed a friend of his then in the room, that
the Houfe of Commons had ‘agreed to go into 2 Com-
mittee of the whole Houfe, three weeks aftery on the ftate
of the Reprefentation. As it happened in Ireland it would
happen in England. Let the people be firm and unizedL—;

N
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+ Let'them declare their fenfe of what was neceffary, and
they muft obtain it. They faw the confequences of
union. In the commencement of laft year he appealed to
the Company, whether they did not confider Great Bri-
tain to be in a flate of the moft profound tranquillity ;=—
the Revolution paffing on the Continent could do no mere
than excite the curiofity or obfervation ef Englifhmen.

T'here was nothing to feduce there was nothing to imftate,

But as the imperfe& ftate of parliamentary Reprefentation
had for a long time occupied- men’s minds, and fomé
fteps had been taken, which were likely tp produce a
Reform, the corrupt Adminiftration of the day fought a
pretext in the Continental Difturbances, and- founded an
alarm for which there was no real foundation. He au-
gured well of the prefent numerous aflemblage; and was
refolved to-perfevere in his intended Metion for a Parlia-
mentary Reform ; but in thefe times, when the fphere of
anxiety was daily more and more enlarged, the People
themfelves ought to be firm and unanimous. It was
from their energy—It was from the voice of the People,
- and not from that of a corrupt Houfe of Commons, that
they could expe& a Parliamentary Reform. Let them

openly declare their fentiments. They will then” no

Jonger be the vi&tims of venal and perfidious Affeciations.

They will then no longer be obje&s of derifion to their

- -enemies, nor of melancholy pity to their friends.

In Ireland the people had declared themfelves,  and
Parliament had yielded.——Here where there was ne
alarm, and where men had not even united te declare
their Rights, Proclamations, Aflociations, and attacks
of every kind on the deareft Rights of thé People,
had been fuccefsfully practifed.—-Why was not even
that Company attacked ?—Becaufe, like the Irifh, it
was too . refpettable, too formidable to “be attacked ;
but if it had been a meeting of obfcure individuals,
from whom nothing could be apprehended, then they
thould have had the feditious tendency of the meeting an-
nounced by the interference of the military, and perhaps
fome Lon{ Mayor would have come in perfon to difperfe

shem,
C . . ‘Ml’o
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* My. Sberidan, the flrady oppofer of #oc Excife feamis.
Mzr. Sheridas, in anfwey, difplayed his l%ﬂ elegance
and vigour of expreffian. The day was truly aufpicious ;
for the animation evinced by the numerous body was 3 fure

proof shat the day of delifion and apathy was paft. It wap
®ot to the farms of the Conftitution, but to the divine

gaergy of Eng-mhmel, determined to miaiatain its prin-

ciples, that he could. ¢rult for . the prefervation of all that
was dear to us. This he had feen that day, and thiat Meet-
ing wosld fhew Government that thay were. deteQed.
The frauds gnd artifices that had deluded the multitude
were made-known, The mafk was pulled off ; and never,
he believed, was there fo grofs and fo - coarfe 2n infult ad
the unde:{tandiogs of men praQlifed before. He rejoiced
#n what his Honourable Friend had announced from Ire-
land. He gloried in being a pative of -that couptry, be-
caufe Irilumen were daily giving to England leflons and
examples of fpirit which they ought to follow. Ircland had
determined to enguire— That, in.his mind, was trinmph
for ta enquire into the flate of reprefentation, either in
England or Ireland, was to prove the monftrous condition
in which the two kingdoms were held. Conviion mué
follaw, and is was faid of truth that it was of itkelf fp
beauteons as to-require only to be feen to be admired, fo°
of vice the afpe&t was fo hideous as to create certain. dif-
guft on being expofed. He.praifed Mr. Fax for his political
intrepidity ; and aflured the Meeting, that although ab-
fent, he. approved of -the Declaration, and was very wel
difpofed 40 promote the grand objedt for which they were

convencd. It was neither the Trial of Jury, nor the Li.
berty of the Prefs, which could alone fecure our Ereedom,
It was the laudable vigilance and manly endeavours of the
people. In the proceedings of:the day, there was no mif-
creant of corruption fo mean and daring as to ftand up in
the Aflembly, and tell them that they were reprefented im
Parliament.  Since he had the —-—( His tongue flipped.)

~—Since he had the bomour of a feat in the Houfe of
Commons, he had conftantly maintained the do&rines

‘'which he now avowed. . .In fpeaking of the few men who

flood up for the people in the Houfe of Commons, and
L. - whe
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who bad been called a phalanx, for himfelf, he faid, he
cared not how few their numbers miﬁl:t be. Let them
only be fupported by the people, they thould prove, how-
ever fmall," too powerful for the mercenary army on the -
other fide, even if  that army fhould be recruited by ten
times the number of deferters that had lately left them.

The fifty-two Members of the Houfe of Commons, whe
bave not deferted the caufe of the people. :

. 'Captain” Morrice here fung the beautiful compofition
which he had made for the anniverfary of Mr. Fox’s birth,
and which was received with rapturous acclamations.

¥ will now give you, faid Mr. Erfkine,

The hereditary Patriot, Mr. Ryng. :

Mr. Byng returned thanks in his ufual plain and modefb-
HRile, and begged he might ever-be judged rather by his ac-
tions than by his profeffions. He propofed that they fhould
dine again that day four weeks; and that Mr. Bheridan
thopld be requefted to take the Chair. :

Mr. Horne Tooke was averfe tofo long an adjourn
ment; and thought, that before -they feparated, -they

~ fhould adopt fome meafpre of an effeGual nature, to com-
vince the world of the Society’s fincerity. He expreffed -

his warmett approbation of the proceedings ; and declared ) A
that he had fived thirty years to fee that day. In what- I ;
ever light he ‘confidered thefe exertions, he found -every :
thing to praife, and nothing to blame. In the people of this
country he knew there exifted an in-born fpirit of Freedom
~-a principle-of Liberty which fooner or later anft' be
fully eftablithed:  He cenfured Mr. Eifkine’s predi@ion
w—that the part which Gentlemen of rank were taking in
the prefent objedt, would lead them to the firft offices and
ftatrons in the country., While they congratulated each
other on their apparent fuccefs—while they were unbound-
ed in their praifes of -the gallant Leader, who had brought
them to the field of adtion.—They fhoold at the f.me
trme recolle&t the unhappy victims who were now fane

vithing in gaols, and fuffering by the Tyrants of the

refs. . They fhould not dire& their views to the principal
a&or upon the fcene only, loft they might be fulpelted of
adting in the ‘manner-of officers, who, after a fuccefsfid:

S . C2 battle,
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battle, retired to their tents to compliment the General
upon his gallantry, perfeétly regardlefs of the bleedin

Seldier, whofe aftive valour produced thg victory. He
rejoiced in the Kevolution of France—He rejoiced in the
Revolution which we had adopted in 1668.—But. he
condemned our Conftitution in its prefent corrupt ftate.
In the condu@ of Legiflation, there was fearcely any thing
fo eflential as that the leading parties fhould be watchfal
of themfelves. The queftion naturally arofe—Quis cgﬂad:’t
cuflodes 2 'The people alone muft be their own guardians ;.
and he was happy to find fo aufpicious a profpe@ of their
undertaking that charge. The Meeting fhould take care
not to imitate, what otherwife would be the beft example,
the wifdom of God himfelf, who made man with swe

bands, that the one may wayh the other ; they fhould net - .
* make ufe of this opportunity to elevate any particular

fet of men to thofe fituations for which they had long been
panting, After a variety of defultory obfervations, he con-
.cluded with expreflions of attachment to the exifting Con-

fitution, when properly amended. 'He would not err on .

the fame fide with the Reformefs of a former period, who
having Hell and Purgatory before them, theught proper to
adopt the former, and reje& the latter. His with was to
purify, not to alter the Conftitution of the country.

- Mr. Sheridan, in reply, deprecated any thing which

may tend to create fufpicion or jealoufy amongft a fet of -

men embarked in a caufe—the fuccefs of which depended
“fo much upon their \mani.%x‘ity. ‘He confeffed, that with
- this only exception, Mr. 'Tooke’s fpeech contained not a
fentence to which he could ot readily affent. He was
very well convinced that Mr. Tooke meant well for the
‘aufe of Public Liberty; 3nd yet, when he confidered
how manly a mind that/(gcntleman poflefled, he could
met, without fome degree of furprife, obferve the endea-
#ours he made to produce jealoufy and difcontent. It
- was extremely unbandfome to put a falfe interpretation on
the words of the honourable Chairman, who when he
. faid, that fupporting the Rights ef the People would lead
. them to the higheft ftations, only meant fuch flations as.
_ Ioe then held——that of prefidiag at fo refpetable and nu-
C o A mcrous
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merous 2 meeting—a ftation which he capceived to be
the higheft and moft glorious 2 man could attain, This

was 2 ftratagem which a potent and a generous cnemy— -
and he was apt to believe Mr. Tooke was generally

fuch—would carefully avoid. But the public would
well recolle& the wide difference between thofe men with.
whom Mr. Sheridan had the honour of a&ing, and Mr.
Tooke, for whofe abilities no man_had a higher refpe.

Although he highly refpected his talents, yet he was

fometimes doubtful as to the proper application of them.
‘When there was no caufe of fear——when the political
fky indicated no ftorm—when, in fa&, from every view,
tranquillity prefented itfelf—then we were menaced with
the mighty nothings of certdiin men—-then we were an-

noyed by the thunder of the inﬁenious Gentleman’s elo~
-quence, The hour of danger,

owever, arrived. “Thofe
heroes who appeared armed for the combat—who chal-
lhx:gc‘d the enemy to the field, wereat once unnerved—
deferted the ftandard which they had reared—and fled

" &nd fhrunk into their lurking holes, re%ardlefs of their

own honour, or the liberties of the people. . So far had
Mr. Tooke, and thofe with whom he a&ted, evacuated
their poft—i{o far had he receded from his duty to the
Publicc. Had Mr, Fox, Mr. Grey, Mr. Erfkine, or
their firm friends, condu&€d themfelves with fimilar ig-
nominy ?——No; they came boldly forward, in the ex-
tremity of danger, to vindicate the rights of mankind.
And thefe very men whom Mr. Tooke had before éranded
with ‘moderation, were the only fupporters of our prefent

.Jiberty, and to whofe manly efforts he was perhaps

now indebted for the privilege of delivering his fentiments
in public. Although the bubble of credulity had for fume
time prevailed, yet they had nobly dared to expofe and de-
ride it, and to defend the province of rational freedom with
a generous fpirit and an honeft heart. L
- Mr. Rous praifed the principles of our Conftitution ;
declared his firm attachment to the form of Government,

but lamented the abufes which had ftolen into both, and,
which had rendered a Reform in the Houfe of Commons -
abfelutely neceffary ;- yet while he afferted the neceflity of . -

Refom:,
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Reform, he deprecated a Revolution ; and condemned the
wild theories of fome men, which muft produce confufion
and mifery, if attempted to be put in praétice.

Mr. Horne Tooke and Mr. Grey both attempted to
fpeak at the fame time. The clamour for both was great,
and continued fome minutes. The majority firmly fup-
ported the Chair. At laft Mr. Tooke dei)
he had defcended, the Table was everfet, by the great
preflure of the crowd; this eccafioned fome little con-
- fufion ; Bt harmony was foon reftored on Mr. Tooke’s
oing to the top of the room, and feating’ himfelf by the
hairman, who received him with politenefs, and having
- obtained filence, requefted Mr. Tooke might be heard.

Mr. Tooke then proceeded to anfwer fome allufions

that had fallen from ‘Mr. Rous. ~ He exprefled his attach-
ment to the Britith Conftitution ; but could not help at
the fame time to exprefs his attachment to the late Revo-~
lution in France. "He again avowed his warmeft approba-
tion of the proceedings of that day, and difclaimed all in-

tention. of exciting fufpicion or " difcontent againft thofe

who had promoted it. He admired and applauded their
zeal, and fhould the enemies of Reform perfift in their
oppofition, he trufted the People would infift on tireir
Rights. He himfelf was too old to take an a&ive part ;
but fhould the ftruggle become ferious—which he hoped
would be prevented by a timely Reform--he would fit down,
- and pray for thofe who did. . .

Mr. Grey entered into a warm and mafterly defence
of thofe with whom he a&ed. In his cenfure of Mr.
Tooke’s infidious condu®, he was more vehement than

Mr. Sheridan. He condemned Adminiftration for betray-
ihg the Country into the prefent dreadful dilemma. With .

the utmoft indignation he beheld their power ; with the
utmoft impatience he tolerated their arrogance. If, which
God forbid any ftruggle fhould arife, he could not fpeak

with the -ignominious indifference of Mr. Tooke—he

could not remain a filent and an ina&ive fpe@ator.
- Mr. Tooke afterwards repeated his approbation of the

of the Meeting ; and in fome degree pledged himfelf to’

give his aid for the grand objet they profefied.

Me,
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Mr. Erfkine, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Grey, and their
friends, declared themfelves enemies to all public out-
rages or violence. The Contftitution pointed out. the
means of all the Reform they wanted; and as to the pro-

tion of Mr. ‘Tooke in favour of thofe, who were fup-
pofed to be prefented, the only Conftitutional mearis that
they knew of, was to make a voluntray fubfcription to
promote the obje& of the Friends to the Liberty of the

After a good deal of furthér converfutionyiihe company

*geturned to the preper pleafures of the afternoon, when

their mirth was enlivened by the mufe of Captain Moi-

rice, and their patriotifm raifed by the toafts from the chair

till a late hour. : :
8 M. Sheridan tukes the Gouir that day four sweeks.

-
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